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Cover Photo: Saturn and moons, composite of two stacked and processed webcam images. The meons are (clockwise
from top) Titan, Tethys Rhea, Dione, Enceladus and Mimas. Imaged by Andrew Cooper at 6:57pm MST on Feb 15th from

Tucsen, AZ, north is up-and left is east.
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President Thom Peck 327-7825 thomas, peck@aptics.arizona.edu
\Vice President Steve Peterson 762-8211 swpetersen@theriver.com
Secretary Ken Wheelock 548-4434 Kenandclancy@yahoo.com
Treasurer Terri Lappin 579-0185 tklappin@earthlink.net
Member-at-Large Ed Finngy 296-9266 Cefinney@netzero.com
Member-at-Large Bill Lofquist 297-6653 wlofguist@comecast.net
Member-at-Large ' Ray Toscano 529-3074 Ray_toscano@earthlink.net
Chief Observer fayne Johnson 586-2244 mrgalaxy@juno.com
AL Correspondent (ALCor) Nick de Mesa 797-6614 Demesan@onsetbeach.com
Astrophotagraphy SIG Dedn Ketélsen 293-2855 ketelsen@as.arizona.edu
Compurters In Astronemy SIG |Roger Tanner 574-3876 ranner@dakotacom.net
Newsletter Editor \|George Barber 822-2392 barbergj@flash.nat
Schoal Star Party Scheduling Coordinator  [Steve /Marten 906-0049 TAAAStarParty@zaol,.com
Webmaster ! Dedn Salman 574-9598 cedimages@galaxies.com
chool Star Party Velunteer Caordinator Roh Wilson 744-0263 rar;-_iw'il_égn@aﬁol.com
Club Sales nn Scott 749-4867 Lbscott6 ] @cox.net
Equipment Loan Coordinator erry Penegor 320-1872 penegot@dakotacom net
Membership in the TAAA
Ireasurer.

Annaal Dues

Individual membership. 523
e L] T O oy 23 28
Seniar (over 60) membershtp E 21
Senior Family (at least oneaver 60) - B 26
Student membership (over T8 years, olcl) %15

Family Membership includes two adults plus minar children,
Persens under 18 may join at' a ‘special Reduced Family

‘Membership - rate  ($15/vi) utpon parentadl or guardian
acknowledgement of participation in TAAA activities. Call the

Treasurer to request the required form.

Options (add to above meinbership rates)

Tutson saciety of the Astronomical League (TAL) dues$ 5:00

Sky & Telescope Magazine..........

Astronomy Magazine ...
Postage for New Member Pack.....

Donations are accepted for any of the TAAA funds;, SA-IDA/Light
Pollution, TIMPA, Education,. 30" Telescope & Land, or General
Fund.

Renewal Information

«Membership expires the last day of the month indicated on
your ‘mailing label. You will receive: a renewal notice when
they are dueé.

°TAAA members may join the Tucson society of the
Astronomical League (TAL). TAL 'expiration will match your
TAAA expiration.

«Discounted Sky & Telescope or Astronomy magazine
subscriptions are available to members and can be started or
renewad at anytime. Only single vyear subscriptions are
accepted, Allow. at least 3 manths for processing
Subscriptions must be sent through the TAAA. De not send.
money directly to the maggazines. To ‘change an individual
subscription to the group rate, send the above subscription
amounts and your magazine rénewal notice to. the TAAA

= To ensure proper credit to your account, please include a
note explaining what ‘you are paying for. Credit cards are
not accepted. Write ane check or money srder for dues plus
any optionsor donations. Make it-payable 1o TAAA and send
to:

Tucson Amareur Astrenomy Association

PO'BOX 41254 Tucson, AZ 85717
Mailing Address or Emadil Changes -5Send ¢hanges to the above

address or-email the treasorer.

TAAA Mijssion Statement - We are a resource for anyone
Interested in d@stronomy: KIS our mission to nurtire a persan’s
natural curiosity’ about the night sky. By aiving people a
knowledge and understanding of astronomy, we enhance their
enjoyment of the sun. moon, and 'stars. Through our puBlic
activities and school evening observing sessions, we bring
astronomy 1o persons of all ages. Our regular meetings and
observing sessions offer members a forum to. meet others with
similar interests and experiences and to learn from ong another,
Desert Skies Publishing Guidelines - All articles,
announcements, news, etc. must be submitted by the newsletter
deadline noted above Materials réceived after that date will
appedr in the next issue. The ‘aditor retains all Submissians
unless prior arrangements are made. Partial page submissions
should be submitted in Word compatible flles via.e-mail or on a
floppy disk. Full-page articles, artwork, and photos can be
submitted camera ready, All material copyright Tucson Amateur
Astronemy Association or specific author. No reproduction with:
aut permission; all rights reserved. We will not publish
slanderous or libelous material! Send submissions to:

George Barber
TAAA/Desert Skies Editor
15940 W Ridgemoor Ave

Tucson AZ 85736

Desert Skies is published monthly by the _
Tucson Amateur Astronomy Association, Post Office Box 41254, Tucson AZ 85717.
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President’s Message

There's been a change In the Star Party schedule for
March. DO NGT goita the TIMPA site on the 13th, and DO
NOT bother ‘the Caretakers at the site to gain entry
through the gate. Call or emall a-board member about any
unscheduled access to TIMPA. The TIMPA group will be
having theirannual J&t Rally and there is truly no room for
cbserving on the 13th. At the March meeting we will
announce the star party schedule changes for the manth.
The 20th of March will be loaded 'with star party
possibilities. We have Las Cienegas, possibly TIMPA, and
the All-Arizona Messier Marathon for observing
opportunities.

March is also Members' Night. But it also is the 50th anni-
versary ‘of our club's inception. We will be having cake
and beverages available, so save room for dessert. Re-
member that we also have the Telescopéas for Telethon an
the 26th and 27th this month. See elsewhere in the news-
letter for more details. This year promises to be the best
ever.

We are in the midst of the annual search for members to
serve on the Board of Directors, There are spots open to
bring for néw board members, and! all positions are con-
testable. If you wish te ruh for office, ar nominate some-
one to run for office, contact someone on the Nominating
Committee,

To those going to Las Cienegas, there is a change in the
directions. When you reach the fork that splits left to the
ranch and right to Las Cienegas-Empire Road, stay to the
right. When the road ends in a Tee, take the left and

‘you're back on the ariginal route to the runway. | don't

know the specific mileage, but just remember the left at
the Tee, you'll be fine.

The TAAA board wishes to thank all those who have been
involved with school, and other, star parties. Your coop-
eration has been greatly appreciated.

Mezeting Information and Calendar of Events

TAAA MEETING DATE: Friday, March S, ‘at the Steward
Observatory Auditorium — Room N210

BEGINNERS LECTURE: 6:30 pm
Members Night

GENERAL MEETING: 7:30 pm
Members Night

Tonight is your hight to share the spotlight! If you have
an astranomy-related topic you wauld like to preserit, con-
tact Thom Peck to reserve a‘time slot during the main
meeting.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING: Wednesday, Mar 10,
6:30 pm at Steward Observatory Conference Room N305

STAR PARTIES AND EVENTS:

03 Mar - Esperanza Elementary Star Party

04 Mar - Oyama Elementary Star Party

09 Mar - Lyons Elemeritary Star Party

11 Mar - TAAA AstroPhote SIG

16-Mar - Davis Educational Center Star Party

17 = 19 Mar - Math, Science and Technology Funfest
20 Mar - TAAA Star Party at Las Cienegas

25 Mar - Qur Mother of Sorrows Elementary Star Party
26 - 27 Mar - Teléscopes Far Telethon

NEWSLETTER SCHEDULE: Deadline for artides: Sat, Mar.
20. Printing: Mon, Mar. 22, Folding Party: Tues, Mar. 23.
Mailing: Wed, Mar. 24. The newsletter is mailed at least
one week prior to the following month's General Meeting:

Club News

50th Anniversary Celebration

It was in March 1954 that a small group of people
gathered at the home of Earl Burch and came to the
conclusion that Tucson needed ah astronamy dub;
Although our first meeting wasn't: held until April 1954
when our first name (Tucson Astranhomy Association) was
chosen, the board decided that next month's Aaronson
Mernorial Lecture would be an inappropriate time to
celebrate our 50th year. Seo, we wiil celebrate the
founding of the TAAA rather than our first mesting, We
will mark this momentaus occasion with a celebration at
the: March general meeting. This menth is a. Members
Night, so the meeting structure is less formal: however, at

some point during the évening we recognize our 50th
birthday and then have some special refreshments, We
are working towards some local publicity for this special
event so ‘we hope to see some first time visitors at the
meeting.

Upcoming Lecture Schedule

The TAAA General Meeting schedule is given below.
Please note that the May 7th Beginners Lectureis open, so
don't everyone volunteer at once, Give suggested
speakers for the future lectures (either Beginners or
Invited) to Teiri Lappin.
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Date Lecture Speaker Topic/Title
April 2 |Aaronsen | Lyman Page |Light fram
Lecture, ] ithe Edge of
7 pm* the Uni-
varse;: Our
| Oldest Fossil
May 7 Beginners, Open
6:30pm
fnvited, .Ja.r'l-ijiés Asteraid
730 pm McGaha | Occultations
Jun4 | Members B "
Night (no
Beginners
Lecture),
46:30pm

*Our April meeting will be adapted to the Marc Aaronson
Memorial Public Lecture, The lecture will begin at 7pm.
There will be no Beginner's Lecture In April. Steward
Observatory will provide refreshments. Our regular
meeting activities, including door prizes, are planned after
the refreshments.

Meimber News

We welcome the most recent members to join the TAAA:
Creg Baril and Family, Richard Carlson and family,
Alexander Cook and family, Jule Dubois, Nils Holmes,
Chris Lemax, Jennifer and Michael North Morris, Wally
Rogers, Thomas Watson and family. Glad to have all of
you join! New members should be sure to pick up a new
members pack at'a meeting. Hepe you'll make. it to our
star parties or meetings so we can. all ger to know you.
(Updated membership lists are available o any member at
most regular meetings, so pick one up if you need it.)

TAAA TO INITIATE A STRATEGIC PLANNING
PROCESS
By Bill Lofquist, Board Member

The Board of Directors of TAAA at its February meeting
made a decision to hold a special session to begin a
strategic planning process for the organization. | have
been asked to facilitate the process.

The special session will be on Saturday, April 3, 2004.
The session will be held in the 3rd floor meeting roam
where the Board of Directors usually meets. It will begin
at 9:00 and end at 3:00. Food will be ordered in for a
working lunch. The Board of Directors and all of those
carrying other official roles will be participating, as well as
any TAAA members who would like to contribute.

We are interested in getting as much input from the
membership as possible. Artidles in the March and April
issues of Desert Skies will solicit suggestions from TAAA

members. At the March Members' Night meseting, we will
use one 15-minute block of time to engage those present
in providing their ideas and thoughts. These will be
recorded for use aon April 3. We are also inviting members
to give their ideas to Board members to bring to the
session. The members will be notified via the Yzhoo
mailing list and ¢an contribute ideas through that means.
The April 3 session will be open to any member who
wishes to attend. We will ask those planning to
participate to RSVP so we will know how many to expect.
We need to plan for space and/lunch.

We hope during this special session to create a detailed
strategic plan that looks at all aspects of the organizatian.
At best. we will continue to keep the planning process
alive over time to keep it dynamic and relevant as we
mpve into the future. We hope members will contribute
te this process to make it as useful as possible. We have
many things going for us that we can build upon. Please
think about this, participate if you ¢an, and help to make
the ‘organization even stronger and more meaningfu) to
members and the |arger cemmunity.

Support TAAA with Basha’s Thanks a Million
Program

Basha's shoppers can now designate the TAAA to receive
up to §1 for each $100 spent whean they use their Basha's
“Thank You™" card. This program ends April 30th, so
there’s still time to sign up if yeu haven't already done 50.
We appreciate your support! To participate, Basha's
shoppers should give the cashier our 5-digit number
(23178) when they check out. You only do this one time.
Bring your first receipt, which will show the TAAA as your
benefactor, into a meeting for $1 off club apparel or
membership dues. If you have questions contact Terri
Lappin, tklappin@earthlink.net. 579-0185.

Basha’s Thanks a
Million

TAAA number
23178

AstroPhoto SIG
Planetary images
Saturday, March 6th 10:00-1:00, Location TBD

Image Processing Workshop:

Grab vour laptop and join us in our first workshop to help
our members lzarn to process their image data. If you
don't ‘yet have your own images to process we'll have
plenty of raw image data to share. Steve Peterson will
moderate this session and provide a hands-on
introduction to wusing K3 CCD Tools and RegiStax to
collect and process planetary images:

Participants will be encouraged to share their processing
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Club News (cont.)

techniques. There will ‘also be an open session where
participants can work an. their own images and help each
other out.

This is a free workshop open to all TAAA members, but
space is limited. Advancesign-up is required, Contact Ray
Toseano (ray_toscano@earthlink.net) or Steve Petarson
(swpeterson@thereiver.com) for more irformation or to
register.

Telescopes for Telethon 2004
By John Kalas

The TAAA will be supporting the Muscular Dystrophy T4T
activity again this year on Friday and Saturday, March 26*
and 27" The activity on Friday. March 26% involves two-
telescope téams at each of five different Wal-Mart stores
around Tucson from 6:00 to 9:00 pm. Saturday’s aciivity
will have sglax_\uemng-tak:ng place from 3:00 to 6:00 pm
with @vening observing running from 6:00 ta 10:00 pm at
the Sabine Canyen Recréationial Area. David and Wendee
Levy will be hosting the event. !t [s anticipated that
Starizona, Sky Works, Stellar Vision and Coronado
Instruments will also be participating.

John Kalas is the TAAA coordinator for-the event. There
will be signup sheets at the March meeting. Many
volunteers will be needed to‘operate telescopes (solar and
evening), staff donation areas and assist in general public
support.  Please consider supporting this worthwhile
event. If you are unable ‘to attend ‘the meetings 10 sign
up, please contact John at 620-6502 or via e-mail at
jckalas@cox.nét.

SARSEF 2004

The Southern Arizana Regional Science and Engineering
Fair will take place March 16 - 19 at the Tucson
Community Center. For the past several years the TAAA
has given awards to promising young peaple who have an
interest in astronomy and related sciences. 'We need a

S TARIZONA

ADNVHNTURES INC ASTRONGAMY AND NATURFE

5201 N. Cracle Rd.

Tucson, AZ 85704 282-5010

Kitt Peak
Natiomal

Observatary
Visitor's
Center

‘Girl Scout Science,

S B S e ot

www.starizona.com S R f

couple more judges to help select the student projects
that will receive an award from the TAAA. Judging takes
place on Tuesday. March 16th at the TCC (parking is
usually free), beginning at 7.30am with a great breakfast
being served while announcements are made. We review
the displays after breakfast and continue until we
complete the job. We usually stick around long enough to
talk 'to the senior high students whao arrive at 1pm. Yes,

Tt's a good part of a day, but it's impertant to the

students and a great way to encourage young people to
pursue their scientific and enginesring interests. Corrtact
Terri Lappin, tklappin@earthlink.net, 579-0185 if you can
volunteer some time for this year’s judging.

Comet Making for Girl Scouts

Terri is looking for assistance making comets on March
20th from ‘8:30am to 4pm. You don't need To know how
to make comets, but you might learn if you help make
even one ‘comet. It's great fun and a- bit messy (don't
wear your Sunday finest). if'you want to pretend you are
still 8 years old playing with soupy mud (and a bit of dry
ice) then this is fer-you: This will take place at the Pima
Community College Desert Vista campus near |rvington
and 1-19. Terri would appreciate your help, especially if
you can stay for two hours or more. This is part of the
Math, and Related Technologlies
{SMART) program. The TAAA is also providing salar
observing during the event. Contact Terti Lappin at
tklappin@earthlink.net, 579-01 85.

Planet Quest Toolkit Available
Terri Lappin

I ‘have receiveéd a few inguiries about the Planet Quest
Toolkits, which were received from the Astronomical

Society of the Pacific for our outreach programs. This kit

contains a set of projects that explains the search for
extra-solar planets. In general, they are designed for

small group presentations such as scout troops or star
party groups.

The projects can be loaned out to any
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TAAA member. Special arrangements. can be made if non-
members want to use the projects. If you are making a
presentation ta-a.small group, these "canned” prajects are
available Tor the asking. They are simple encugh for
young people to understand but easily adapted o an
adult audience. | can provide assistance as reguired.
Please contact me before the meeting if you want to
borrow a project and 1'll bring It to the meeting ar make
other arrangements with you. The fjtles of the projects
are:

Is Qur Selar System Unique? (Model of Solar System)
Where In Our Galaxy Are We Searching (Model of Milky
Way)?

How Will We Find Planets Around Other Stars? (Detection
Methods)

Why Put Telescopes In Space?

Telescope Tour of the Sky (star parties only)

Star Maps: Where: Are The Distant Worlds? (Star parties
only)

You can hear me describe all these kits on the March 3rd
“Let's Talk Stars” program
www letstallestars.com.

Grand Canyon Star Party
12-19 Jurie 2004

The National Park Service has approved the 14th annual
Grand Canyon Star Party. With'the -arrival of the New Year,
these dates are being made public so that our members
and friends can plan theirvacation or reservations at the
park fto join us. The largest crowds (of astronomers and
public) are at the south rim, but don't forget that we've
got a group of Utah astronemers that dlso operate a north
rim star party if you feel like checking out that side of the
Canyoi..

For those who plan 1o stay all week, free campsites are
avdilable again this year on a first-come, first-served
basis. You can call of e-mail Dean an March 1 to reserve
your spot at @ campsite. For any questions, call Dean
Ketelsen at 293-2855.

50th ANNIVERSARY SHIRTS PICK-UP

The final order of TAAA 50th Anniversary T-shirts and
sweatshirts has been placed and they should be available
for pick-up at the March meeting. If you ordered an item
(s) and will not be at the meeting, please contact Twila
Peck ASAP to make arrangements for getting your order
to you ASAP, and thanks: Twila, 520-327-7825,
wilap@emall.arizona.edu:

online: at

The TAAA List Servers - Announcements and
Forum

The TAAA has two. email distribution lists, beth hosted by
Yahoo !CGroups. Members of the “TAAA Announcement
List Server” receive last minute information and reminders
abour meetings and other TAAA business. This gives the
TAAA board and officers one-way communication with our
general membership. List members cannot post
messages to other TAAA members. The “TAAA Forum™ is
available for any TAAA member wanting to communicate
with other members. These messages are seen be all
members of the Forum. The TAAA Announcement List
Server averages about a dozen messages each month.
The TAAA Forum averages about 30 messages a month.
TAAA members can join either or both of these lists.
Since Yahoo !Groups hosts these list servers, they do
insert-ads Inte each email: The TAAA has no control over

the content of these ads; however, some: email programs

or network protection software may sirip the ads from the
emails so you woen't see them: |t is also recommended
that you visit the Yahoo,!Groups websjte before joining
gither list server to learn of their privacy policy if such
things are ef concern to you.

Ta get TAAA Announcements, send an email to:
tucsonastronomy-subscribe@yahoogroups.com  or  join
through the Yahoo website: http://groups.yahoo.com/
group/tucsonastronomy.

To' join the TAAA Farum, send an email o taaaforum-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com or join through the Yahoo
website: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/taaaforum,

You must have a Yahoo login account to join through: the
Yahoo websites. '

Your TAAA membership will be verifled before your
membership on these list servers will be granted. If your
name cah't be guessed based solely an your email
address, please send an email directly to Terri Lappin
stating that you are subscribing to a list server and what
your email address is,

For more information, contact Terri Lappin,
tklappin@earthlink.net, 579-0185.
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Items of Interest

2004 All Arizona Messier Marathon
March 24th - Arizona City
By Andrew Cooper

It is time again' for March Madness! I'm not talking
basketball here but much more Impertantly the 2004 All
Arizana Messier Marathon. Pack up 'the scope, put
enough munchies in the cooler to make it from dusk to
dawn, and join the Saguarc Astronomy Club for a night of
Messuer Madness. As usual theevent is to be held on the
Farfisworth Ranch souih of Arizona City.

it loeks like a pretty good weekend this time around with
new Moon falling an the weekend, thus no ‘moon will be
visible. The best weekend is just a little early in March so
in all likelihocod M30 will not be avallable for a possible
109 objects, unless you are really, really good. |If you
don't want to marathon come anyway and enjay one of
the state's [argest star parties.

For information including the full rules of the event and
directions to the site you <¢an go to http//
www.saguaroastro.org/content/messier-htm. If you have
not paiticipated before the roles are highly suggested
reading- Keep in mind the rules are not really all that
strict, no drawings or deseriptions of each object are
neaded. only ‘a checkmark, go-to scopes are allowed, just
be honest to yourself and have fun,

See you there!

Desert Sunset Star Party - May 13-16, 2004

The 2004 Desert Sunset Star Party will be held at the
Caballo Loco Ranch, about 11.5 miles south of Three
Points, AZ; on Rr. 286. and then'east for 8 miles. This RV
ranch is in a secludet area of Arizona with dark skies.
The telescopes of Kitt Peak are in clear view ta the west,
The DSSP begins on Thursday night and runs through
Saturday night. We will have a speaker on both Fridayand
Saturday evenings along with door prize giveaways.
Registration information will be posted ‘an the DSSP
website - http://chartmarker.ripod.comy/sunset.htm

FLANDRAU SCIENCE CENTER

Ever wanted to have control of the entire night sky at your
fingertips? Enjoy showing the night sky to friends, family
and the public? Here's 'your chance to do both. Flandrau
Science Cenier is looking for khowledgeable and people
friendly astranomers (amateurs or otherwise) to. run its
Minalta Mark. 1V planetarium projector for public shows as
'Cansole Operators. Console Qpefators operate the
planetarium theater for public planetarium shows, prépare
the theater foy operations and ensure that shows are set
up and ready to run at the scheduled times. Consale
Operators maintain the safety of the audience at all times
and interact with them as well, giving short live "Sky
Talks" that describe aspects of the night sky and

astronomy SIijﬁCtS as needed. This is a volunteer
position, but there Is potential for a future paid position.

DUTIES: The Console Operator operates the planetarium
theater console for public planetarium shows, and
sometimes for scheol shows. Under the supervision of
the 'shift supervisor, the consale operator prepares the
theater for operations and ensures that shows are set up
and ready to run at the scheduled times. The console
operator dismounts shows and shuts down the theater at
the end of their shift. They are responsible for interacting
with the audience and malntaining the safety of the
audience at all times. They will perform the operation of
the show as planned and programmed by the plaretarium
praduction department, as well as conducting live “Sky
Talks" deseribing aspects of the night sky and astronomy
subjects as planned by the production department. The
Shift Supervisor or Plahetarium Manager may assign the
Console Operator other duties as needed..

QUALIFICATIONS: Basic knowledge and understanding of
astronomy 15 required. Public speaking skills are highly
desired, as are aptitude for operating multi-media and
theater technical eguipment, experience in theatar
operations, familiarity with personal computers and the
ability to work well with others. Console Operators must
be available to work a majority of school holidays and
vacation times.

TRAINING: Training of console operators will be
conducted by the Planstarium Assistant and will be
overseen by the Planetarium Director. Freguency and

degree of training will depend on the employee's prior
experience and level of éxpertise.

April Meeting Time Change

Please note that the April Monthly
Meeting will start at 7:00 pm

Also note that the regularly
scheduled TIMPA star party for April
has been cancelled.
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Star Parties & Events

Esperanza ES Star Party
Wednesday, 3 March 2004

South-Central
No: of Scopes: 5

Esperanza ES will be hosting their Star Party at 2353 E
Bahtam Rd. Take Campbell South towards lfvington/
Make a left on Bantam/ Head East on Bantam until you
approach the school. Please follow the signs to the view-
ing area. Contact person Matt Hough can be reached at
545-2900 or email MattH@susd] 2.org. Set-Up Time: 6:30
pm. Observing will be frem 7:00 pm to 8:15 pm. Suhset:
6.23pm_Dark Sky: 7.45pm Moon Phase: Waxing Gibbous.

Southwest
No. of Scopes: 5

Oyama Elementary Star Party
Thursday, 4 March 2004

Oyama Elementary will be preparing Family Science Night
at 2700'S. La Cholla. Go west on 22nd St., past interstate
to La Cholla, turn left (south) at "L". Contl_nue about 1.5
miles to school on the right. Viewing will be in parking lot
north of field, Contact person Celina Morales: can be
reached at 225.5700 or emall moralescg@aol.com. Set-
Up Time: 6:00pm. Observing will be from 6:30 pm to
8:00pm. Sunset: 6;24pm. Dark Sky: 7:45pm Moon Phase:
near Full Moon.

East
No. of Scopes: 6

Lyons Elementary Star Party
Tuesday, 9 March 2004

Lyons Elementary will be celebrating Family Sclence Night
at 7555 E. Dogwood St.. From Pantano and Speedway
take Pantane Rd south, past Golf Links and Escalarite.
Take the first right (weét) on Dogwood and proceed about
7% mile to Lyon Elementary. on the fight and just past
Heather Place. Viewing will be behind the school at the
northeast side. Contact person Sandra Blitz canh be
reached at 584.6653 or email san-
dra.blitz@tusd.k12.az.us Pizza & Coke will ba. available
for TAAA volunteers! Set:Up Time: 6:30pm. Observing
will be from 7:00pm to 8:30pm. Sunset: 6:28pm Dark
Sky: 7:49pm Moon Phase: (no moon during viewing).

R

THE TAAA TIMPA STAR PARTY SCHEDULED FOR MARCH
137TH HAS BEEN CANCELLED. MORE DETAILES WILL RE
ANNOUNCED AT THE MARCH MEETING.

-

South-Central
No. of Scopes: 5

Davis Education Center Star Party
Tuesday, 16 March 2004

Davis Education Center will be holding “Mars and the
Night Sky" at S660 S. 12th Ave. Take lrvington to 12th
Ave., turn south. Continue past the light at Nebraska un-
til the La Princessa shopping plaza on the right tand be-
fore Drexel). Turn right at street on south side of shop-

‘years.

ping plaza; school is behind shopping center. Viewing
will be North parking lot of the school. Contact person
Ms. Heather Hilliard can be reached at 7228130 or email
hhilliard@deccs.org. Set-Up Time: 6:30 pm. Observing
will be from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Sunset: 6:33pm Dark
Sky: 7:54pm Meon Phase: (no moon during Viewing).

Central
Scopes: 1+ each day

Math, Science and Technology Funfest
Wed- Fri, 17-19.March 2004

Math, Science and Technolegy Funfest will beheld at the
Tutson Convention Center daily from 9am to 1 pm for area
students. Last year we attracted a considerable interest
with views of the sun. Volunteers should check in at Vol-
unteer Check-1n Booth in the main lobby. Contact person
Sharon 'O'Neal can be reached at 794.3957 or email
sloneal@raytheon.com Set-Up Time: 8:30am. Observing
will Be from 9;00am to 7:00pm.

TAAA Star Party at Las Cienegas (Empire Ranch)
Saturday,. 20 March, 2004

Las Cienegas (formerly Empire Ranch) has been our
normal dark-sky observing site for quite a number of
Please try to arrive before sunset. Stay as long as
you like; but let everyone know when you are ready to
leave; someone may be taking astrophotos. RBring a
telescope if you have one, but you don't need one to
attend. Any member would be glad to let you look
through their telescope. Thefe are no restroom facilities
at the site, so be prepared. Las Cienegas is at 4000 feer
50 be prepared for very cold temperatures after sunset.
Attendees should park their vehicles either perpendicular
to the airstrip facing toward the center of the strip, or
parallel to the airstrip along either side facing west. Thar
way, when you are ready to leave, you Will not have to
back up and turn on your bright white backup Jights. See
the directions to Las Cienegas on the outside flap of this
news|etter,

East
No. of Scopes: 5

Our Mother of Sorrows Star Party
Thursday, 25 March 2004

Qur Mother of Sorrows will be hosting “Mars Eclipsed
(Occultation) by the Moon™ at 1800 S. Kolb Road, Go East
on Speedway to Kolb. Turn South (right) on Kolb, go past
22nd street. OMOS School is on the right between Calle
Denebola and Calle lleo (Calle lleo is the next light after
22nd street). Viewing will be on basketball court. Con-
tact person Susan Tek can be reached at 747-1027 or
email suetek@cox.net Pizza & coke will be available for
TAAA volunteersl Set-Up Time: 7.00pm. Observing will
be frem 7:30pm to 8:45pm. Sunset: 6:39pm Dark Sky:
8:01pm Moon Phase: Crescent.
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Star Parties & Events (cont.)

International Wildlife Museum Star Party
Friday, 26 March 2004

_ West
No. of Scopes: 3

Intérnational Wildlife Museum will be supporting a Star
Party at 4800 West Gates Pass Road located Smi west of I-
10 on Speedway. This wonderful event takes place on one
of the TFT nights, but we are asking that several TFT
scopes take partat IWM. Contact ‘person Kristine Massey
can be reached at 629.0100, ext. 336 or email Kristi-
neM@thewildlifemuseum.org will be avaiiable for TAAA
volunteers! Set-Up Time: 5:00pm. Observing will be fram
5:00pm to 9:00pm: Sunset: 6:40pm Dark Sky: 3:02pm

Sunrise Drive Elementary K-5 Star Party

son@fc.cfsd. kel 2:az.us.

Foothills
Maonday, 29 March 2004 No. of Scopes. 5
Sunrise Drive: Elementary K-5 will be preparing for
“MoonScope” at 5301 E. Sunrise Dr. The school is located

‘on Sunrise between Craycroft and Swan, on the north side

of street at Suncrest. Viewing will be en the sidewalk in
front of school near the parking lot. Contact person Betty
Reades can be reached at 577.5325 or émall adavid-
Pizza & coke will be available for
TAAA volunteers! Set-Up Time: €:30 pm. Observing will
be from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm. Sunset: 6:42pm Dark Sky:

Mogon Phase: Crescent. 8:05pm Moen Phase: First Quarter.

Desert Skies Classified

FOR SALE: | Meade 10"'LDZ00 telescope: F-10. Lens case with lenses. Telrad, Software for laptop operation, Heavy per-
manent mount. Asking $2500. lim Polk, Sun City West, AZ 85375. jpolkaz@msn.com 623-556-1377

[03/04] -

Orion 8x56 binecs, $100; and srereo mmroscope $150; both hke new. Eric bchlllin:g 323-8435 or er-
1 schilli@asl.com [03/04]

FOR SALE

Orion 9mm illuminated reticle eyeplece w/"target" cross hairs in cloth bag and original box. $50 OBO. Con-
tact Cary Freiburger (Day) 520-626-6121 (Evening) 520-742-9494 or email to garyf@AHSL arizona.edu
| 103/04]

TeleVue Renaissance 4" Refractor APQ! F/5.5 with includes the following. 2:inch dlagcwal dew sheild, UV
Blocking fllter for photography, wooden carrying case. Asking [,000. 10 inch F/6 Cave Tube assembly:
Includes 8x50 finder, IM| Focuser ($350 new), rotating rings, mounting blocks to put on a flat saddle. Mir-
rors coated with enhanced coating 3 yéars ago. Tube is a Parks fiberglass tube. A new 10" OTA with rings
goes for 2,000 without the JMI focuiser add-in. Asking §1 300. 8inchCrion Reflector (the kind you see at
1Starizopa) Only 18 months old: (New 450.00) Asking 400.0 but that includes a Telrad Finder. Call Dean
i Salman 4t 520 250-0407 for more details. [[05/04]

1 SBIG ST-6A €CD camera outfit. {Complete with Doskogil case, cables, manual and software. Like-new condi-
jtion. Originally over $3000,00, yours for $900.00 obo. CB245 Cookbook CCD camera, complete with
i book, software, cables, and heat exchanger. (No Peltier supply). Has dark current modification performed
i by Vejkko Kanto himselfl Works great! $400.00 obo. Phone Steve Paterson @ 762-8211 or email at
swpeterson@theriver.com. [05/04]

FOR SALE:

EOR SALE:

FOR SALE:

FOR SALE: | 8" f/]10 Meade LX50 SCT, good optics, heavy duty fork arms, equatorial wedge, custom machined and ano-
dized wedge plate and lattitude adjustment bar, heavy duty adjustabie field tripod modified for easy
mounting of the wedge, declination mator, 1-1/4" diaganal, visual back, piggyback camera adaptor, Thou-
sand Oaks full aperture solar filter, scope is modified for use with rechargabie Lilon battery packs, two
| packs and charger included, full hard case with wheels, Asking $1000, contact Andrew Cooper, 520/795-

_ 3585 or acoaper@pobox.com [05 /04]
Starry Night Pro, version 3.0, $70. Soft case for 8" Celestran, $125. Call Richard at 245-5441. [06/04]

 Celestran C80 F/5 OTA with rings and case $TOD Meade ETX125 with #3384 tnpod #497 hand controller,
power supply $750. Meade ETX60 with tripod plate and power supply $100. Celestran Orange Tube C8
‘with many aec. $500. Orion SteadyPix camera mount $25: Oried 7-2 'mm zeom eyepiece $60. 14mm Ifo-
cus for SBIG 237 $80. Meade electronic eyepiece $40. Contact Richard at 721:0694 or email at rich-
arcl.schulze@cox.net. [06/04]

FOR SALE:
FOR SALE:

FOR SALE: |Celestron NexStar 114GT Mount. Mount only - rio OTA. Includes GoTo hand controller with 4,000 object
database. tripod and manual. Adapters for attaching small refractors are commerdcially available. One yeéar
old, £75.00. Also, Televue 12mm Nagler (Type 2). Fits 2" ar 1.25" focuser, $150.00. Can deliver to Mess-

igr Marathon. Contact Sam at sam&anne@pobox.com or (480) 924-5981. [06/04]

Your ad will Tun for 4 menths unless specified. Month and vear of last appearance is last item of ad. For additions or changes to this
list. call George Barber at:822-2392¢r e-miail at barbergj@flash.net.
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TAAA Board of Directors Meeting - February 11, 2004

The Board, absent: Cooper, Finney, Peterson, Wheelock.

Members present

Rob Nelson, Twila Peck, Maria Marten,

Steve Marten and Nora Toscano.
President’s Call to Order:; 6:37PM

T.

2.

5.

10

.

11

Agenda Changes
Announcements

50" Anniversary Merchandise: Twila Peck re-
ported merchandise sales have moved well and
requested funding of additional merchandise;
Board unanimously approved additional $678 out-
lay.

Star Parties; Bill Lofguist noted ‘very successful
Starry Night presentation at recént star party. Ray
suggested canned screen. Terri suggested using
Planet Quest program. Steve Marten will coordi-
nate ‘with Terry and Bill for Starry Night/Planet
Quest feasibility.

Treasurer's Report: TIMPA maintenance and 50"
Anniversary Party brought higher than usual that
will be covered by mid- year; current 50" event
net is $596. $820 contribution for GPS scope was
noted. ‘Steve M recommended investment com-
pany change to Schanmep Investment Advisors as
they are better tun