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Calendar of Events

BEGINNERS LECTURE: Will .net_be held this month.

GENERAL MEETING -September 5, 7:30 pm at the Steward Observatory Audltorium -room N210. Topic is "First Results from the Mars
Pathfinder Mission by Dan Britt.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - September 11, 7:00 pm at the NEW 1OCATION: Steward Qbiservatary. Room N305.

STAR PARTIES & EVENTS:

September 6, Empire Ranch Seprember 19 & 20, ASTRO werkshop
September 12, Randolph Center September 27 SREESSERG KitL Peak
September 17, Ventana Canyon Resort

Newsletter Schedule: Deadline for articles: Monday,September 15, Frinting: Monday.September 22,, Folding Party: Wednesday, September
24), Mailing: Seprember 25. The newsletter is scheduled to be in the mail at least one week prior to the following month's General Meeting.

Cover: Gene and Carolyn Shoemaker as photographed at David and Wendee Levy's wedding last March. Gene was killed in an auto accident
onJuly 18th. Gene was a leading a'strbgemcgist'5pecializ'mg in craters and cratéring mechanisms. Photo by Robert Summer Field courtesy
Wendee Wallach - Levy.

TAAA Home Page: http:[/www.primenet.com/~lwilsanltaaa/taaa.html

Office Name Phane Email
President Terri Lappin 579-0185 tlappin@as.arizona.edu
Vice-Presidant John Kalas 620-6502
Secretary Dave Harvey 797-2512 dave@astro.as. arizona.edu
Treasurer Larry Wilson 299-6608 Twilson@primenet.com
Member-ar-Large Bob Gent 721-5080 rlgent@aol.com
Member-ar-Large Bob Goff 790-1452 goffaxe@azstarnet.com
Member-avlarge Dave Reynelds 579-7337
Past President Dean Katelsen 293-2855 ketelsen@astro.as.arizona.gdu
Chief Obiserver Gil Esquerdo 290:0158 esquerdo@psiedu
AlCorraspondant Bob Genit 721-5060 rlgent@acl:com
Nawsletter Editors MNancy Wagner & 579-1382 110366.2176@compuserve.com
Nina Lehman 579-1382 ninalehman@aol.com

Star Parties Karen Allen 749-5744
Deep Sky Astrophotography SI1G. Ray Wallace '294-1197

TAAA Misslon Statement Call tha freasurér if you have any prabiems.

Weare a source for anyone interested In astronomy, 11 is aur mission o nUrtura a
iperson’s natural euriosity’ abour the night sky. By giving people a knowledge and

unders@nding of astronomy, we enhance thelr enjoymant of the stn, moor, and stars. Send Address Changes to;

Through our publlc actvitles and schoal evening chserving sessions, we bring TAASA )

astronomy to persons of all ages. Our regular meetings and obsefving sessions offer Atiention: “ADDRESS CHANGE®

members a ferum to meet orhers with-stmilar interests and experiences and fo learn PO, Box 41254 )

from ane another. Tucson, AZ 85717

Membership in the TAAA )

Regular membership $23

Sentor (over 60) membership 52)

Add far Fanilly membership 35 Desert Skies Publishing Guidelines . .

Add feor Astronomical League 3 3 Al articles] announcements. NEWS, BIC Tust be submitted by the newsletter deadline
Add for Sky & Telescope 527 llsted above: Materials roceived after that date will appear In the mext lssue All
Add for Astronomy Magazine 520 : ;

submissions are retained by the editor unlass prior arrangemants are mada, Partial
page article submissions sheuld be submitted on Wordperfect compatible files on 2
fioppy.- Full page articles; artwork, and photos should ‘e camera ready. We will niet
publish slanderous ‘ot libelous materlall Send articles; announcemants, etc. 1o:

Rates for membership are given above. Farmlly Mambershig Includes wo adohs-plus
mivor children. Members may subscribe to Bky & Telescope or Astronomiy Magazine {or
both) ‘&t the time of membership renewal, saving ‘substantially over 'the regular
subscription rates. To assure we understand whar you are paying far, please [dentify
whizh class:of membership and what optlons you want. Send ope check made payable
1o TAAA 10 cover bath membership aricl magazine subscriptioni(s) to;

TAAA - Besert Skles
PO Box 91315
Tucson, AZ 85752-1315

Tucson Amateur Astroncmy Association
Attn: Rerawals

P BOX 41254

Tucson, AZ 83717

OR emall: ninalehman@acicom ar nlwagner@aal.com

Desert Skies is published monthly by the Tucson

4 Easy Steps to Membership Reriewal ) : T S -inl

1. Pay vour duss 2-3 months early. Vour ‘manth.of membarship exptration Is listed on A_mateur A?‘tronomv ASSQCI&UDI’], PO _BQX 412 54"
your newsletrer mailing label. . Tucson, Arizona 85717

2. find your membeérship,class andlis rate. Add the Family Membership rate to this iF

applicable.

3. If you desire membearship |n the astronomlcal League or magazing subscription(s).
add the appropriate amounts 1o yaur mambershiprate. If this Is arenawal, include the
renewal morice If possible. Be sura te Tdentify which-options yeu are paying for.

4, 'Write one check, payable 10 TAAA, and send It 1o the address given above;
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President's Message

President's Message

As | write this | am starting to think that monsoon season
is over. If the clear skies last we will be getting together at
Empire Ranch on the 6th. There is also a star party scheduled
for the 17th at Ventana Canyon Resort. The TAAA will receive
$200 for the star party which will go into our Land and
Telescope Fund. If you can help please get your hame on the
sign-up sheet. Remember that resort star parties are more
formal than our Empire Ranch star parties and that we are
"entertainers with telescopes” instead of violins.

Member's Night is next month. | hope some of you have
presentations you want to make. Get on the sign-up sheet
which will be at the September meeting or call either John
Kalas or me if you will pot be at this month's meeting.

We receive several newsletters from around the country,
but the one that | enjoy most is The Albuguerque
Astrononiical Society (TAAS) newsletter, The Sidereal Times.
Their newsletter is similar to Desert Skies in length and they
have about the same number of members that we have. TAAS
has an observatory near Belen, NM with a 16" telescope. |
read about their problems as the problems TAAA will have to

face in the future when we have an association telescope.
Currently TAAS members are trying to landscape the area
around their cbservatory. TAAS members are willing to help
with this hot, sweaty job. They are rewarded with food,
refreshments, and a feeling that they have made ‘a
contribution to the project. Do we have these kind of
members in the TAAA? | hope we do, especially if we
undertake building an observatory at the TIMPA site. if you
are out there, let me know.

The TAAS also has a rather long list of helpers, such as a
librarian, archivist, telescope and observatory coordinators,
and several other positions on their board of directors, The
TAAA by contrast has few members willing to go the extra
mile to help. The same handful of membersis left doing the
many jobs that need to be done. If you want to get involved
let me know, | am always on the lookout for the following:
librarian, piblicist, education coordinator, general helpers for
short term jobs, Beginner's Lecture coordinator, property
chairperson.

See you under clear skies!
Terri &

Meeting News

Featured Speaker: Dan Britt _
FIRST RESULTS FROM THE MARS PATHFINDER MISSION

Dan Britt is Project Manager for the Imager For Mars
Pathfinder (IMP) team. He will be presenting the September
lacture titled First Results from the Mars Pathfinder Mission.
The Mars. Pathfinder Spacecraft successfully landed in the
Ares-Tau Valles region of Mars on July 4, 1997 cartying a
payload consisting of a stereoscopic camera (built at the
University of Arizona), a package of atmospheric sensors, ar
Alpha-Proton-X-Ray Spectrometer, and a mobile rover.
Pathfinder was designed to pioneer a new type of landing
system based on inflatable airbags to cushion the shock of
landing. It also s the first of NASA's low-cost
"Discovery-Class” missions designed ‘to produce good
engineering and sclence on a short time-scale with a tight
budget. Despite (or perhaps, because of) the constraints in
budget and schedule, the landing system, the scientific
instruments, the rover, and the mission operations team
performed flawlessly. The mission has operated on the
surface of Mars for almost twe months (double the planned
"nominal” mission) and returned ‘triple its planned data
volume. The landing site has proved to be stunningly scenic

as well as scientifically interesting. Imaging data have shown
geological features left over from ancient Martian
catastrophic floods, impressive early morning douds, and a
range of peaks and crater rims dotting the horizon. By any
scientific or engiheering measure Pathfinder has been a
spectacular success and a fitting start to NASA's systematic
exploration of the Red Planet. *

steward Observatory Public Evening Series

Steward Observatory has been hasting public evening
lectures in astronomy for 70 years. The seven lectures for
the Fall 97 semester will be held on Monday nights at
7:30pm in room N210 of Steward Observatory. Following
talks, there will be opportunities for viewing ‘the night sky
(weather per- mitting) with the use of the 21 sinch telescope
o site at the Observatory. All of the lectures and the use of
the telescope are free of charge and open to the general

public
For more information about speakers and their talks, visit
our Wwebsite at the new URL address:

http://hypatia.as.arizona.edu/~connie/pub_lect.html.

Date Speaker Topic

September 8 Dr. Nick Woolf

Terrestrial Planet Finder -What does it take? What will it show?

September 22 Dr. Brian Chaboyer

The Age of the Universe

October 6 Dr. George Rieke

There's a Black Hole In the Galactic Center & we're Falling Toward It

October 20 Dr. Ray White

Astronomy Through Culture & Through Time

No Beginner’s Lecture This Month!
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Club News

Member's Night October 3

There will be a sign-up sheet at the September meeting for

anyone wishing to contribute to the October 3 Member's

Night. This list will allow us to mention topics and speakers.

in the October newsletter so all members will know what will
be happening at that meeting: We are looking for people with
slides or prints of an astronomical nature, any equipment you
wish to show off (doesn't necessarily have to be something
you built), or anything else you think other members may he
interested in. Sales pitches will not be allowed and we will
screen all potential ropics to help make it an enjoyable
evening for most everyone, *

Member News

We welcome the most recent members who have joined the
TAAA. If you wish to discuss anything about the TAAA, please
feel free to call any board member. All phone numbers are
listed on the first page of the Desert Skies. Our newest
members are: Clayton Barnett, Jordan & Valerie Kaplan, Nail
L. Schrantz, Thomas Kuszelewicz, Edward Gosselin, and
Joseph L-Montani, Hope to see you under clear skies orata
meeting.

(This featured section of the néwsletter is meant not for
gossip but to let everyone know what is going on with each
of us. if you have something to contribute (hew job, new
baby, new telescope, special recognition, etc.), send it to
Terri and it will be incorporated into this section. *®

Board Meetings Being Moved

Until further notice, the TAAA Board of Directors meetings
will be held in room N305 of Steward Observatory. We are
currently experimenting with a wireless door bell (which isn't
working yet), If you arrive late, please look for it at either the
Cherry Ave. or courtyard entrance. This move is being made
because Fiandrau planetarium is now closed every avening
except Friday and Saturday. E

From the Mailbag

Here.are some things that recently landed in our PC Box. If
you want anything, call Terri at 579-0185 and she will get it
toyou. '

* Reports

Minutes from the recent meeting of the Sonoita Valley
Planning Partnership. This includes the discussions regarding
the mine that is being proposed on'the east end of the Santa
Rita mountains not far from our current observing site.

* Samples
Someone selling a photograph of Comet Hale-Bopp.

* Announcements
Enchanted Skies Star Party in Socorro, NM set for October
2-5.

*Trips

Many companies have sent us information for several
eclipse trips.

* Catalogs _

We always have a selection of catalogs including Meade,
ASP Canference Series, Novagraphics, Edmund Scientific,
Swift Binoculars, Sky Publishing, Kalmbach Publishing; There
are many others. '

* Newsletters

The Woman Astronomer, International Dark-Sky
Assoclation, Saguaro Astroniomy Club (PHX), East Valley
Astronomy Club {PHX), Astronomy Club of Sun City West
(PHX), Albuguergue Astronomical Society (NM), Salt Lake
Astronomiical Society (UT), Denver Astronomical Society (CO),
Von Braun Astronomical Society (Huntsville, AL), Peoria
Astronomical Saciety (IL), Warren Astronomical Society (M),
The Universe in the Classroam (ASP). *

Technical Difficulties, Please Stand-by

Well July was the proverbial "Month-from:Hell" and I'm not
talking about just the heat. Both Gary Rosenbaum and | have
been in up to ocur armpits.dealing with life's little floods to
the point where we are only now getting around to passing
the Treasurer's baton, | now have the (hopefully) latest
financial and membership records forthe TAAA and will soon
have the last 2 moenths worth of transactions updated. My
profuse apology to all of you that are wondering why your
checks haven't cleared. 1 will be depositing them early in
August. Anyone affected by the: delay will have their
membership brought forward through August 98 at Jeast. |
will also shortly be sending renewal info to Sky Publishing, so
hopefully no one ‘will suffer a lapse in their subscription. We
also just updated the accounting seftware to the latest
version and I'm still learning it. We will now be able to keep
detdiled member transaction records on the computer, but a
few 'data entry errors may show up over the next few
manths, so please bear with me. Thanks
Larry Wilson (Your Harried Treasurer) %

Convention Star Party Volunteer

We are looking for someone who can scout out a few
resorts; especially ones out of town, to determine which ones
are conducive to star parties. The TAAA will then contact the
appropriate person at these resorts and offer our service
(star parties) vo their convention groups. This should help us
in two ways, First, we can target those convention groups
which will have a view of the sky (nothing is worse than
setting up telescopes under a million trees!). Second; this
should put Us in contact with the person at the resort who
plans the evening program for convention groups: This will
give us more opportunities e make some money for the
Larid-and Teleéscope Fund. If'you know a little about the night
sky (for example, where in general will planets be found?)
maybe you are the person we need. You will be calling the
resort to get permission to look at their site, so you will be
the FIRST IMPRESSION of the TAAA that the resort gets. If
you have the skills needed and the time to do this, give Terri
acall at 579-0185. This job:.can be done wheriever you have
time, but as with all our jobs, it is;unpaid. #
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Deep Sky Astrophotography (SIG)

The Deep Sky Astrophotography SIG plans. 1o have
observing sessions 'during the coming months of this year
on the following dates: August 2,9, 30. September 6, 7.
October 4, 25. November 1; 20, 29. December 20, 27, 1997,

- And January 3, 1998, For time and places, call Ray
Wallace, 294-1197. SIG NEWS *

New E-Mail Address

| have had some problems with my AOL address recently .
| was losing and/or not receiving artitles submitted to me for
inclusion in the Desert Skies. | shall no longer be using AOL.
| have switched 1o Compuserve, and my new E-mail address
is: 110366.2176@compuserve.com. Please send all future
articles to this new address.

Thank you, Nancy Wagner

Editor Needed !

Nina and Nancy regret to inform the readers that we shall
no longer be able to assemble and produce Desert Skies.
We have personal commitments that must be met which
leave us with not enolgh free time to devote to the
publication. We want you to know that we have enjoyed the
effort and the people invelved. We shall miss you. We shall
be responsible for the forthcoming issues through the
December 1997 one. If anyone out there is interested, we
shall be only too happy to share out methods and formats;
To voiunteer, please call or email our President, Terri Lappin
at 579-0185 or tappin@as.arizona.edu. '

Gene Shoemalker
‘The following is an E-mail from Caralyn Shoemaker:

Dear Friends, old and new, all special people,

My children and | want to thank you for all your outpouring
of love and support since Gene's death. To know Gene was
loved, liked, admired, and respected by so many people has
helped to sustain us in-this very difficuit time. Gene would
‘have been so pleased to know you cared. The concern
people have shown for me has been comforting and | am
happy to report that | am recovering quite well and hope to
be returning to Flagstaff soon. | was fortunate to have all my

children (including my in-law children) and two Australian
friends arrive very promptly in Alice Springs. New friends in
Alice Springs opened their doars to all of them and then to
me when | left the hospital. Everyone has been very helpful
in taking care of the necessary details that needed to be
addressed after the accident and this has allowed me to
focus on my own recavery. My children and | have alsa had
time to reflect on our loss tagether and to think about itin
the perspective Gene would have wished.

Gene and | were traveling an the Tanami Track in Northern
Territory close to the Western Australia border when the
no-fault accident occurred. We weére to meet Dan Milton'in
a few days to help field check the geclogy and mapping of
Goat Paddock, an impact structure. The accident occurred on
ane of the few bends in the road where you could not see
another vehicle coming: It was an unlikely place considering
all the places we have traveled, yet it was a blind curve on a
very rough track. There is no question that Gene died
immediately in the vehicle on impact. It was my good
fortune that it happened where it did, because help was
quick to come from the gold mines in the area. In four hours
time the Roval Flying Doctors had transported me back to
the emergency ward in Alice Springs. | owe a special thank
you ta everyone who helped to save my life and the superb
care | received at the hospital. It is remarkable | survived at
all considering that mostly what was left of our vehicle was
the bed of the truck.

Although the death of Gene is still a shock and a great loss
to us all, Gene would have felt it was a good way 1o go. He
was out doing something he loved away from all the
pressures of the world; in a country he loved, with the
woman who had been his life partner for 46 years, and he
died quickly. We had both talked about how, if our lives were
to end, we had lived very fulfilling lives. We had wonderful
children and a close knit-family. Our scientific careers have
been extremely rewarding. We were blessed with having
numerous friends in our lifetime. And, most of all, we had a
marriage in which our love for each other Knew no
boundaries.

Gene said a few years ago he would never be able to
complete the many projects he had going. He said it would
be up to-others to pick up where he left off. He never felt he
had all the answers, but he had complete faith that there
were others who were capable to come along and follow in
his footsteps. Gene would have said, "Don't grieve for me.
Get on with life and work at the things that make you happy!"
We hope you all will be inspired to do that.

Love,
‘Carolyn *
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Datl Skies for September 1997

DARK SKIES (no fwilight, no moonlight) for Tucson in 24-hour MST: 18=6pm, 20=8pm, 22=10pm, 0=12am
RISE, SET, VISIBILITY for sun and bright planets: rise forx morning cbiect, set for evening objeckt

su/Me 31/ 1 20:14 - 4:34 Th/Fr 11/12 1:29 -
Me/Ta A/f 2 20:12 - 4:35 Fr/8a 12/13 2i31 -
TufWe 2/'3 20111 = 4:36 Sa/su 13/14 3:37 -
We/Th '3/ 4 20:09 = 4:37
Th/Fr 47/ & 20:21 - 4:38 su/Mo 14/15 -
Fr/sa &/ 6 20:54 - 4:38 Mo/Tu 15/16 Full
Safsu 6/ 7 21:30 - 4:39 Tu/We 16/17 -
we/Th 17/18 -
su/Me 7/ 8 22:08 = 4:40 Th/Fr 18/19 19:47
Mo/T4 B/ 9 22:51 - 4:41 Fr/sa 19/20 19:46
Ta/We $/10 23:38 - 4:42 safsu 20/21 19:45
We/Th 10/11 0:31 - 4:42
Weekend Sun Sun Mercury Venus Mars
Sa/su Set  Rise Rise Vi Set. Vi Set. Vi
30/31 18:48 5:57 5:02 - 20:3%1 -2 21:38 2
6/ 7 18:40 6:01 5:09 9 20:24 -2 21:25 2
137314 18:30 6:05 A4:44 4 20:18 -2 21:12:2
26/21 18:21 6:il0 4:52 3 20:13 -2z 21:00 2
27/28 1B:12 6:14 5:18 5 20:08 -3 20:49 2

By Exich Karkoschka

[ A R A |

4:43 su/Mo 21/22 19:43 - 22:24
4:44 Mo/Tu 22/23 19:42 - 23:13
4:45 Tu/Re 23/24 18:40 - 0106
We/Th 24/25 19:3% - 0158
- Th/Fr 25/26 19:38 - 1:51
Moon Fi/sa 26/27 19:36 - 2:44
- Sa/su 27/28 19:35 — 3:37
20086 Su/Mo 28729 19:34 - 4529
20:50 Mo/Tu 29/30 19:32 - 4:56
21:36 Tu/We 30/ 1 19i3% - 4157
We/Th 1/ 2 19:30 = 4:37
Jupiter Saturn
Set Vi Rise Vi Vi=visibility
4:09 -3 20:45 0 =3 brilliant
3:38 -3 20717 O 0 conspicucus
3:07 -3 19:48 0 3 moderate
2:38 =2  18:20 0 & naked eve limit
2:08 -2 18:51 0 9 bincoculars limit

Star Parties & Events

Empire Ranch
September 6

We will be observing from Empire Ranch on September 6.
Artive around sundown to set up telescopes. All members
and their guests are welcome to attend (Just a few guests per
member, please). There are no facilities at this site.
Remember that other members may be taking long exposure
photographs during the star party so please use red
flashlights. Before you leave make some rounds and tell
averyope you will be leaving so they can prepare for your
vehicle lights. '

Randeiph Center
Septamber 12

Raridolph Center is located at 200 S. Alvernon (south of
Broadway), Raindate (should it be needed) will be 26
September. Set up will be at 7:00 pim. We need 2 or 3
scopes and a speaker. Audience will be children from 6 - 13
years of age. Plaase call Karen Allen at 749-5744 for signup
and/or infarmation. *

Ventana Canyon Resort
September 17

The TAAA has been invited to participate in an evening's
activities at a national sales meeting for a focal manufacturer,
Huck International. Five or six telescapes will be needed to
handle 50 - 60 people Details of the activity are not yet
finalized, but should be available at the September meeting.

John Kalas is coordinating the svent. The TAAA will receive
$200 for the event. *

Project ASTRO Getting Underway
September 19 & 20

The second year of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific's
Project ASTRO Tucson site is starting this month. Both
amateur and professional astronomers and teachers from
around Tucson will attend a two day workshop on September
19 and 20. There will be about 50 people at the workshop.
Both Suzanne Jacoby and Ginny Beal of the National Optical
Astronomy Observatory (NQAQ) Education Outreach Office
did a superh job of pairing up teachers and astronomers last
year. Hopefully they learned everything about runming a
workshop from the ASP presenters last year. This year the
workshop will be given entirely by Jocal people and some of
them are TAAA members. If you feel left out of this great
program you can still be involved through the school star
parties. Many of them are for Project ASTRO partnerships.
And, plan on getting paired up with a teacher for the next
school year. ok

Kitt Peak
September 27

Dean is in the process of scheduling another cookout and
observing session at the Kitt Peak picnic area on September 27.

Please 'sign up at the September meeting, or

call him after the meeting at 203-2855 to be put on the list.

We are limited to 50 attendees, so be sureto signup! %
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More Survey Results

Public Activities

The TAAA should continue its youth
activities:

at the same level as now - 28

less than we now do- 3

more than we do fiot - 7

na response =21

The TAAA sheuld continue its general
public activities.

at the same level as now = 30

less than now- 1

more than now- 12

no'response-16

Do yeu velunteerfor school star parties:
yes- 18
no- 34
nja-7

Do yau-volunteer for other public or private
star parties?

Yes-23

no - 30

n/a- 6

If yau participate in our public activities,
why do you think |tis important:

® Continuing ed for public js goed p.r.

® Don't know enough about them to
comment at present.

® Enjoy talking with. others about
astronomy

» Forrecruitment and public information

® Fun for us, informative for them.

& Give back to public works to get people
interested n combating light pollution

® Good for pablic relations

& Goaod for science

& Helps beginners learn ‘more.
interest In newcomers

® | like public star parties because of those
ogcasions when someene has an “aha”
experience as a result of my being there

® It s always important to interest and
educate the public young apd old

® |ts important to educate people. Few
receive education in astronomy at school

& For me to lzarn about astronemy, public
to learn about astronomy, raise $'s for
the TAAA

& Probably the most common exposuie /
intreduction the public has to cammon
askronomy

® Public needs to be educated about
astronomy

@ Science education is ‘one of aur nation's
most critical needs. | want to do all | can
to help

e Raises awareness level regarding light
pallution

e To expand awareness of astropomy.
People don'v think to look up at the sky,
and they are amazed when they do

® To share the wonders aof the universe is
our greatest contribution

Sparks

N R

If you do not participate in our public
activities; whar would make youn more
active;

® Changing work hours

& Closer to Sierra Vista

® Don't have time or equipment

& Experience and time

® Having really basic job; I'm not proficient
in Astro.

‘® | am dolng what |.can (I am prez of SAS in

Green Valley)

® | have no telescopes

e | live too far away. | participate jn local
school and public activities.

e | suffer from panic disorder and have to
fimit my activities

® IFwe had ourown equipment

& Just need te make the commitment

e Less Arthritis

® Mora free time (3)

e Move them to Phoeanix?

= Sipce | live in Sierra Vista, travel time is
always:a problem

e These activities are usually scheduled on
a work night for me. Friday or Saturday
nights would be better,

Star Parties

How often do you attend star. parties at
Empire Ranch or other dark sky site:

Once a year- 14

Few times a'year - 23

Once.a month -6

Mara than:once amonth - 1

Never- S

No response -6

Would you attend star parties if they were
tloser to Tucson than Empire Ranch”

Yes - 24

Mo- 18

nfa-17

De you have any suggestions for improving

star parties, and iFyou do‘not attend star

parties, why not:

®» A few special purpose star parties for
beginners, meteor showers.
astrophotographers, atc.

» Before disability | used to attend quite
often’

®» Create  various |evel observing
curriculums for members and 'give
‘certificates for completion

e Don't attend Empire becausa it's only
slightly dariker than home. | llke'Kitt Peak
or darker / better seeing

® Empire is too far from me. Would attend
more star parties if | felt | had mare to
offer. Feel clumsy using scope.

& Empire Ranch is a great location.

Excellent skies

Have other interests

Have own scope

Haven't been' 1o one

| have a very good observing sight at

home where | observe approx once a

week.

@ Public sp's are fine,

e 'm afraid they're for advanced viewing
and I'm not there yet '

w |ack of time

e My skies are dark!

& New member, haven't been to one yet.
Empire is an advantage

¢ Not @ night persen and have Jots of
actcess to observing through good
binocs

o Often conflicts with other activities

& Once ina while, | would host them at.my
home

® Physical problems

| don't attend
because | prefer toc be 'solitary unless
teaching

® Publish Star Party Etiquette

& Time

® Tooniéew to have beento one

» Usually a matter of personal canvenience
and schedule. 1 most like the public
avents but the club parties are fun too

a Work schedule prevents us from going to
star parties

o Working nights

Observing site

First time I've heard about this project- 6

How oftan would yauy use.a dark site:
Onhceavyear-4
Few times a year - 28
QOnce.a month- 16
More than once a month - 4
Never - §
NG response - 4

Indicate the importance of the following
facilitles:

{Average of responises: 1=most, B=leasrt)

® Bathroom - 1.91

a Camping/picnic area-3.22
e Clubhouse-4.15

® Kitchen - 4.98

e Resident carefaker - 5.10

» RV hookups- 6.11

e Dorm rooms - 6.13

‘@ Other

Spacious chservatory building
Individual telescope pads
Dark Room

Program Director

RV campingd - no hook-ups

Indicate the importance of the following
characteristics of the site:

{Average of responses, 1=most, 8=least)

@ Dark sky overhead - 1.49
» Ng direct lights nearby-2.13
a Good access ta the sjite -3.00
@ Security concarps - 3.41
® Power nearby -4.17
e Water nearby -4.83
® Vegetation - 5.95
s Other
Closer to Sierra Vista
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A DELPHINUS DELIGHT

Lying high overhead and stretching
southward during September evenings is the very
distinct "Summer Triangle* marked by the three
bright stars of Vega, Altair and Deneb. Altair is
the southernmost star of this triangle representing
Aquita the flying Eagle. If you scan to the
northeast of Altair you'll see a faint diamond-
shaped pattern of stars. This is the consteftation
of Delphinus the Dolphin. This diamong-shaped
asterism is sometimes referred to as “Job's
Coffin*, but there is some confusion as to the
historical background of this name. The
northeastern most star which marks the Dolphin’s
nose is one of the finest visual binaties visible in
the early Autumn. This star has the designation of
Gamma (y) Delphini, and it is easily resoived by
low power telescopes.

Gamma Delphini glows with the
combined brightness of a 4th magnitude star.
This binary system consists of two subgiant stars
with spectra of G5 and F8. The individual
‘magnitudes are 4.3 for the primary and 5.2 for its
companion. The total luminosity of this system is
about 30 suns.

N

Gamma Delphini in a 3" telescope
at 60x.

DELPHINUS \ l,//’,,f

As far as sizes go, the primary is 4 times larger
than our Sun and the companion is about 2%z
solar diameters. Distance estimates place this
pair over 100 light years away.

Ina small telescope the twa stars appear
to be separated by 9.6" at a P.A. of 268 or

‘almost due west of the primary. This duo was

originally discovered by F.G.W. Struve in 1830.
Since that time the two stars have been closing
on each other with a slight 5° change in P.A. and
a decreasing separation. The most appealing
feature of this pair is the fine colors these stars
present. At fow power 35x in my 3" telescope |
see a golden yellow pair. But at higher
magnifications (50x-75x) wher the companion is

\placed further away from the primary. | see it has

a slight greenish emerald tint. Do you notice this
change in hues with your telescope, and if so'at
what powers?

Gamima Delphini should repay you with
it's interesting colors during this early Autumn
season, so spend some time and study this fine
Delphinus delight.

By Jefi Brydges
LOOKING IN THE HIGH
SOUTH AT MID-MONTH ® Albireo
AT 8:30 P.M.
SAGITTA
L2 \ .
s
\.-“ o

Altair @ \
L ]
AQUILA a

Jupiter
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TAAA Board of Directors Meeting August 7, 1997

TAAA president, Terri Lappin, called the meeting to orderat 7:12
pm on August 7, 1997, in the Flandrau Planetarium conference roorm,
Attendees were Terrl Lappin. John Kalas, Larry Wilson, Gary
Rosenbaum, Bob:Gent and lngrid Saber:

Star Parties: The board discussed several planned star parties,
including one to be held at the Ventana Canyon Resort on September
17. John Kalas reported that five telescopes will be neaded, and the
resort will donate 320000 to the TAAA for this evenf. Seée the
events {ist in this newsletrer for confirmation of this star party and
others.

Save the Scenic Santa Ritas: Terri Lappin asked the board whether

or not the TAAA should endorse the "Save the Scenic Santa Ritas'

Association.” Canstructionof an ‘open pit'mine, aperated 24 hours
per day, is being planned very near the TAAA's Empire Ranch
gbserving site. Due tothe adverse impact on our obsarving, the
board decided to endorse the SSSRA. This does not include
spending any TAAA funds. It was noted that the TAAA nmust not
become a lobby group, or we could Tisk lpsing our nan-profit status.

Canvention and Visitor's Bureau: Terri Lappin attended a meeting
at the Metro Tucson Canvention and Visiter's Bureau on August 7,
This meeting was important because the MTCVB Is a major source of
revenue for the TAAA since many visitors pay for star parties. Terri
Lappin requéested help from.a geod cbserver wha could investigate
seeing conditions at hotels for these star parties.

TAAA Board Meeting Location: Beginning next manth, Future
TAAA board meetings will no longer be held at the Flapndrau
Planetariur. The planetarium will e closed on Thursday evenings,
and the conference room will not be available, Terri Lappin reported
that the riext meeting may be held either in N305 ar 450 at the
Steward Observatary.

TAAA Treasurer's Report: Gary Resenbaum submifted a complete,
‘eleven. page. treasurer's report. As of this meeting all treasury
'records and Signattire cards have:now been oficially transferred to
Larry Wilson, 1997 elected treasurer: As of June 30, 1997, TAAA
holds $12,304,05 in-general funds and $32,266.94 in the Land and
Telescape fund. Including pertyicash-of $129.56, the total checking
and savings account balance is $44,700.55. ‘Also, the club owns
substantial fixed assets including a 30-inch telascape, a 14-inch
Maksutov, 2 16-inch telescope mount, other telescapes, equjpment,
and supplies. The total value of these fixed assetsis $35,734.00.
Combining fixed asséts and cash, the TAAA holds $80,434.55 in
total assets,

TAAA Investments: Bob Gentrecommended that the board ask
the'treasurer to mave a stibstantial portion of the club’s cash assets,
such as the land and telescope fund into a short term CD for higher
interest while other investment options were being discussed. No
agreement was made on this point. Action deferred/to the TAAA
financial committae.

International Dark-Sky Association: Terri Lappin asked the status
of the DA Southern Arizena Chapter. According to Bob Gent, IDA
officer, this is urgently needed but has not been completed.
Volunteers are rieedad to make this happen. If you are/interested in
helping fight light pollution in Southern Arizona, please contact Bob.
Gary Roserbaum asked the IDA to send the TAAA some information
sheets and applications

Light Pollution on PBS Radio: The National Public Radio program,
Scierice Friday, for August B, was discussed. This program carried
a 30 minuta section about light pollution and radio interference.
Unfortunately, no PBS station in Tucson carried the program. The
nearest stationwas 91.5 FM in Phoenix, and this could be.received
from some areas in Tucson, Late naws updare: Bob spoke on this
program and generated significant interest in fighting light pollutign.
Among dozens of e-mail messages and phone calls, two city council
members contacted IDA for help writing light pellution laws.

TAANA Membars Only Star Party: Terrl Lappin propesed that the
TAAA hold a picnic and star party at the Catalina State Park. This
would be far members only. Catalina State Park Has plenty of
Facilities to support a picnic and star party. Terri has proposed that
this event be scheduled later in the fall If you would like to help.
please contact her.

Project ASTRD: Year two of Tucsen's Project ASTRO will begin with
atraining session for astronomers and teachers. This workshop will
be held an September 19-20, :and the TAAA will be asked to provide
assistance. Project ASTRO is a pregram to bring professional and
amateur asironomers to the classroom to promete astroncemy
aducation.

Miscellaneous Jtems: The board of directors is looking for -a
voluntear to help. coordinate and negotiate the club's liability
insurance policy. Tefri Lappin reported that the TAAA handbook will
be ready very saon  Also, Terri distribured a copy of the revised
TAAA constitution and bylaws which was ratified by the general
merribeérship on May 2, 1997. Due to absent board members, there
was no discussion of the TIMPA observatory or the TAAA pins and
T-shirts.

Submirted by Bob Gent, TAAA Board Member at Large

#
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FOR SALE: Meade 8" /6 Stafinder Equatorial Telescope, complets with mount and 3 eyepieces, exec. Cond., $683. Meade Dobsonian maunt for 8" Starfinder
tetescope, new, $25. 87[/10 optical tube assembly with optics, tube. focuser, telrad and 2 eyepieces, $450 oho: Sky Atlas 2000 field edition (white stars on black),
$20 obo. Astro Cards: Messier, NGCT $ 2 with index box, $15 obo. 'Call Mike at 743-9687, evenings. (09-97)

FOR SALE: Film hypersensitizing equipmient. LUMICON, Mode! 1200 with hand vacuum pump. Large capacity: 3-35 mm, 2-6x6 cm rolls. Alse &-4x5" sheet film.
Can db 9-35 mm in casettes with:optional temperature controf. §400. Jim Jondrow. 529-0933. (10-97)

FOR SALE; 2" Helical low profile focuser with 2" lang extension tube $20;10.5mm Tele Vue Ploss Eyeplece $50; 7:4mm Tele Vue Ploss! Eyepiece $50. Evepleces

come with dust caps for bottorn. Call Terri 579-0185 (before 9pm):(10-97)

fFor Sale: Telescope making components: primary and diagonal mirror holders,
Telrad; copy lens; 2" focuser; drawiobes etc. Mostitems unused, like new condition

9pm). (10-97)

FOR SALE Astrographic camera, manufactured by J.'W. Fecker, 193111 inch ent

520-318:8614 o e-mail halbedel®noac.edu. (11-97).

spiders; primary-and diagenal wirrors;- 167 diameter fiberglass tube T_DO" long;
| will ‘have a list at the TAAA meeting. Call Gary Rosenbaum 579-0185 (before

rance aperture lens, 2 element lenses. Asking $3000. Contact Hal Halbedel at

FOR SALE: 1997 Plerve Schwaar custom made 12 % reflector. 68" focal length (F5.44). 16" oversized tube assembly, 66" long. Candy Apple Red with custom auto

body finish. Big Foot mount with rotatable saddle. 2" R & P focuser-and 8:X 50 illuminated reticle finder: $2500 value: safe price: $1850. Call Jody Humber (602)

584-2289 (Work) or (602) 412-2329 (home). (12/97)

Your ad will run for 4 months unless specified. Month and year of last appearance is last item _qf .a'd. For additions @r changes
to this list, call Nancy or Nina at 579-1382 or email 16 ‘ninalehman®aol.com or nlwagner@aol.com.



